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Government.    A  more   illiberal   and   inhuman   opprobrium   cannot   be
incurred by any nation or any Government.
12.    These, we have no doubt, would be sufficient reasons to induce
you to make the proper applications for necessary charters or commissions
to punish these crimes, though there had been no precedent for it, but
in fact before the alterations in this Government made by the Act past
in the  i$th of His Majesty's reign there were full  and  ample powers
for trying such  causes,  and  it  is  we  conceive  by omission   or  mistake
they were not continued in the present Government or that a competent
jurisdiction in the Supreme Court was not established in its stead.
13.    To evince this it will be proper to state what that tribunal was,
how it has been vacated and from what causes the admiralty jurisdiction
in the Supreme Court has proved ineffective.
14.    A  commission   (on   the  petition  of  the  East   India  Company)
bearing date the mh of November, gist of George snd, was granted by
"His Late Majesty to his admirals etc., and also to John Stackhouse, Hugh
Barker, Thomas Gradyl, Humphry Cole, John Bowket, Edward Corbert,
Francis Russel and Richard Eyre and the President and Council of Fort
William for the time being, the President to be of the quorum, for hearing
etc., in any place on sea or at land at Fort William all piracies, felonies
and robberies committed etc., on the sea, within any haven, river, creek or
place where the admirals etc., have power within the East Indies or the
countries and parts of Asia and Africa, and in the islands, ports, havens,
cities, creeks, towns and places of Asia, Africa and America or any of
them beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan within
the limits of trade granted  to  the  United Company of  Merchants  of
England trading to the East Indies".   This commission is understood to
be abrogated by the new constitution given by the i3th of His Present
Majesty to this Government.
15. We have stated the local extent of this commission that it may
be compared with that of the Supreme Court which by the charter which
erects it establishes it to be "a Court of Admiralty for the Provinces
of Bengal, Bahar and Orissa and all other territories and islands adjacent
thereunto and which now are or ought to be dependant thereupon*',
and after authorizing it to take cognizance of all causes civil and mari-
time etc., between merchants, owners and proprietors of ships and vessels
employed or used within the jurisdiction aforesaid or between others
contracted "in, upon or by the sea or publick rivers or ports, creeks,
harbours and places overflown by the ebbing and flowing of the sea etc.",
it proceeds to give a criminal jurisdiction to try by jury all treasons and
murders perpetrated, committed on the high seas within the limits and
jurisdiction aforesaid, with this additional restriction: provided always
that "the several powers and authorities hereby to proceed in maritime
causes and according to the laws of the admiralty shall extend and be
construed to extend only to the subjects of us, our heirs or successors who
reside in the kingdom or provinces of Bengal, B^har or Orissa or